Physical symptoms, somatization, and dissociation in women survivors of childhood sexual assault.
This study investigated the relation between history of sexual abuse, somatization, and dissociation in 53 women with a self-reported history of sexual assault in childhood and in 30 women who did not report such a history. Dissociation and reporting of chronic physical symptoms were positively correlated in subjects who had a history of sexual abuse, but this relation did not occur in subjects who reported no history of sexual abuse. The more perpetrators a subject reported, the greater the number of reported chronic physical symptoms. As the age of onset of abuse neared puberty, the more the subjects reported childbirth complications. The relation between somatization and dissociation is discussed.